
Expert 
Advice

So, you want to be a 
tradesperson? As a 
consumer, are you 
noticing diverse pricing 
amongst salons and spas?

Welcome to the wonderful world of the 
beauty industry! As a service guest, we 
want to trust and value the commitment 
our professionals have invested into 
their education. Trends, sanitation 
practices, technology and personal 
development in customer service are 
constantly evolving and contributing to 
the growth of our trades and your service 
experience. Understanding the diversity 
of certification amongst the salon and spa 
industries is important for consumers and 
future students to consider.

In the province of Saskatchewan, the 
opportunity for success in the beauty 
industry trades comes in many different 
forms, such as salons, spas, barber shops, 
schools, health care establishments, 
and the TV and film industries. It is not 
surprising that with so many potential 
avenues for success, the education takes 
time to learn and the trade designation 
requires many hours of practice.

Creatives looking into education for 
hairstyling, skincare, or artificial nails must 
first enter into a post-secondary learning 
institute, where they will gain comprehensive 
knowledge in many different areas to prepare 
them for the challenging demands of this 
thriving industry.

Why does it take time? “Practice makes 
perfect.” It takes time to learn and get good 
at a skill that can affect a person's looks, 
attitude, emotion and self-esteem. It's not just 
a tube of hair colour, filing of the nails, or a 
finishing touch of nail art; it's about chemistry, 
geometry and composition of a line, form and 
space. You don’t learn that on YouTube!

Don’t get me wrong, the internet is 
a fabulous learning tool, but will not 
substitute for the exceptional educators 
who guide a student through beginning, 
intermediate and advanced learning. 
The numerous months that students 
spend in school is only the foundation; 
upon completion of the required theory, 
classroom and practical hours in an 
accredited learning facility, students will 
then spend another two years working with 
a mentor/coach who holds a journeyperson 
license developing and gaining experience 
as they move through their apprenticeship. 
Once the required hours are complete, they 
will challenge the provincial exam, both 
written and practical. 

Holding the status of a Red Seal 
Journeyperson Hairstylist, Esthetic: 
Skincare Technician or Esthetic: Nail 
Technician allows that person to travel 
and work all across Canada. Having a 
Red Seal also makes it easier to move 
internationally and work. Saskatchewan 
has the longest required school hours in 
the country to become a hairstylist. We 
are proud of our provincial standards and 
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our industry professionals who commit to 
excellence and continued education. 

Even with Saskatchewan’s high standards, 
not all education is created equally. There 
are many condensed programs lacking 
the robust educational information that is 
valued so highly. The investment of time 
and money made by your service provider 
is often reflected in their quality of work, 
safety and sanitization practices and price 
point. Following are a few key things to 
look for in a service provider:

•	 Completed	their	training	at	a	reputable
educational facility 

•	 Completed	their	Red	Seal	
Journeyperson or are working towards it

•	 Continue	their	education	to	ensure
they are offering the up to date, high 
quality work for their guests. 

Ask your service provider about their 
career journey!   


